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NOTI CE TO ALL APPLI CANTS

Thank you for your interest in this program The purpose of this
enclosure is to informyou about a new provision in the Departnent of
Education's General Education Provisions Act (CGEPA) that applies to
applicants for new grant awards under Departnent prograns. This provision
is section 427 of CGEPA, enacted as part of the Inproving Anerica' s School s
Act of 1994 (Pub. L. 103-382).

To Whom Does This Provision Apply?

Section 427 of CEPA affects applicants for new discretionary grant
awards under this program ALL APPLI CANTS FOR NEW AWARDS MUST | NCLUDE
| NFORVATI ON | N THEI R APPLI CATI ONS TO ADDRESS THI S NEW PROVI SI ON | N ORDER
TO RECEI VE FUNDI NG UNDER THI S PROGRAM

What Does This Provision Require?

Section 427 requires each applicant for funds (other than an
i ndi vidual person) to include in its application a description of the
steps the applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable access to, and
participation in, its federally assisted programfor students, teachers,
and ot her program beneficiaries with special needs.

This section allows applicants discretion in devel oping the required
description. The statute highlights six types of barriers that can inpede
equi tabl e access or participation that you nay address: gender, race,
national origin, color, disability, or age. Based on |ocal circunstances,
you can determ ne whether these or other barriers may prevent your
students, teachers, etc. fromequitable access or participation. Your
description need not be | engthy; you may provide a clear and succi nct
description of how you plan to address those barriers that are applicable
to your circunstances. |In addition, the information nay be provided in a
single narrative, or, if appropriate, may be discussed in connection wth
related topics in the application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirenments of civil
rights statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing their projects,
applicants for Federal funds address equity concerns that nmay affect the
ability of certain potential beneficiaries to fully participate in the
project and to achieve to high standards. Consistent with program
requirements and its approved application, an applicant may use the
Federal funds awarded to it to elimnate barriers it identifies.



Wiat are Exanpl es of How an Applicant M ght Satisfy the Requirenent of
Thi s Provisi on?

The foll owi ng exanpl es may help illustrate how an applicant may
conply with section 427.

(1) An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy
proj ect serving, anong others, adults with limted English proficiency,
m ght describe in its application howit intends to distribute a brochure
about the proposed project to such potential participants in their native
| anguage.

(2) An applicant that proposes to develop instructional materials
for classroomuse mght describe howit will nake the materials avail abl e
on audio tape or in braille for students who are blind.

(3) An applicant that proposes to carry out a nodel science program
for secondary students and is concerned that girls may be less likely than
boys to enroll in the course, mght indicate howit intends to conduct
"outreach"” efforts to girls, to encourage their enroll nent.

W recogni ze that many applicants nay al ready be inpl enenting
effective steps to ensure equity of access and participation in their
grant prograns, and we appreciate your cooperation in responding to the
requi rements of this provision.

Paperwor k Burden St at enent
According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required
to respond to a collection of informati on unless such collection displays
a valid OVB control nunber. The valid OVMB control nunber for this
information collection is 1890-0009 The time required to conplete this
information collection is estinmated to average 24 hours (or mnutes)
per response, including the tine to review instructions, search existing
dat a resources, gather the data needed, and conplete and review the
information collection. |If you have any coments concerning the accuracy
of the time estimate(s) or suggestions for inproving this form please
wite to: U S Departnment of Education, Washington, D.C. 20202-4651.



U5 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF EDMTATHINAL RESEARCH AMD PAFRCVEMEN

TIONAL CENTER FORA EDUGATION ETATIETICE

Dear Colleague:

Thank you for your interest in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Secondary
Analysis Program (CFDA No: 84.902B). Enclosed is an application package containing the instructions
and forms necessary to apply for a grant under this program.

Please review the enclosed materials and carefully follow the instructions for completing your grant
application. Please be sure that your application complies with each requirement and is submitted by the
closing date specified on the Notice Inviting Applications.

Proposed projects will be reviewed and ranked by a panel composed of experts with backgrounds in
educational statistics, psychometrics, and primary and secondary education. It is anticipated that awards
will be announced by May 30, 2003.

The Department of Education requires applicants to submit an original and two copies of a grant
application. The Secretary reminds applicants to this program that their application narrative (Part III of the
application) may not exceed 60 typed, double-spaced (single sided) pages, and the Secretary strongly
advises that the total application not exceed 80 typed double-spaced pages, including appendices. Upon
receipt of your application, the Department's Application Control Center will assign your organization an
identification number, which will be entered on a postcard and returned to you. Please refer to this number
in any future correspondence concerning your application.

If you have any questions or need additional information concerning the program or the application process,
please contact the project officer, Alexandra Sedlacek at (202) 502-7446 or at Alex.Sedlacek@ed.gov.

Again, thank you for your interest in the analysis of NAEP and NAEP Transcript Study data.

Sincerely,

Gary W. Phillips, Ph.D.
Deputy Commissioner of Education Statistics
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON

(CFDA No. 84.902B)

Nati onal Assessnent of Educational Progress (NAEP) -- Secondary Anal ysis
Pr ogr am

Notice inviting applications for new awards for fiscal year (FY) 2003

PURPOSE OF PROGRAM To encourage the preparation of reports that woul d not

ot herwi se be avail able and that apply new approaches to the analysis and
reporting of the NAEP and NAEP H gh School Transcript Studi es data.
Anal yses and reports prepared under this programshould potentially be
useful to the general public, parents, educators, educational researchers,
or policy makers.

For FY 2003, the conpetition for new awards focuses on projects
designed to neet the priorities we describe in the PRIORI TIES section of
this application notice.

ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS: Public or private organi zations and consortia of

or gani zat i ons.

APPL| CATI ONS AVAI LABLE: Decenber 6, 2002.

The application package for this conpetition is also available on line at:
http://ed. gov/ G ant Apps/
DEADLI NE FOR TRANSM TTAL OF APPLI CATI ONS: February 7, 2003.

ESTI MATED AVAI LABLE FUNDS: $700, 000.

The estinmated anount of funds avail able for new awards is based on
the Adm nistration’s request for this programfor FY 2003. The actua
| evel of funding, if any, depends on final congressional action. However,
we are inviting applications to allow enough tinme to conplete the grant
process before the end of the fiscal year, if Congress appropriates funds
for this program

ESTI MATED RANGE OF AWARDS:  $15, 000 - $100, 000.

ESTI MATED AVERAGE SI ZE OF AWARDS:  $85, 000.




MAXI MUM AWARD: W& will reject any application that proposes a budget

exceedi ng $100, 000 for a single budget period of 18 nonths.
ESTI MVATED NUMBER OF AWARDS: 6- 8.

Note: The Departnment is not bound by any estimates in this notice.

PRQJECT PEROD: Up to 18 nonths.

PAGE LIMT: The application narrative (Part 11l of the application) is
where you, the applicant, address the selection criteria that reviewers
use to evaluate your application. You nmust |limt Part Ill to the
equi val ent of no nore than 60 pages, using the foll ow ng standards:
e« Apage is 8.5" x 11", on one side only, with 1" margins at the top,
bottom and both sides.
* ouble space (no nore than three lines per vertical inch) all text in the
application narrative, including titles, headi ngs, footnotes,
quot ati ons, references, and captions, as well as all text in charts,
tables, figures, and graphs.
e Use a font that is either 12-point or larger or no smaller than 10 pitch
(characters per inch).
The page limt does not apply to Part |, the cover sheet; Part 11,
t he budget section, including the narrative budget justification; Part 1V,
t he assurances and certifications; or the one-page abstract, the resunes,
the bi bliography, or the letters of support. However, you nust include
all of the application narrative in Part I11.
Ve will reject your application if—
* You apply these standards and exceed the page limt; or

* You apply other standards and exceed the equivalent of the page Iimt.

APPLI CABLE REGULATIONS: (a) The Educati on Departnent Cenera

Adm ni strative Regulations (EDGAR) in 34 CFR parts 74, 75 (except for

t hose provisions of part 75 noted in 34 CFR 700.5 (a)), 77, 80, 81, 82,
85, and 86. (b) The regulations in 34 CFR part 700.

PR ORI TI ES:



Invitational Priorities:

W are particularly interested in applications that neet one or nore
of the following invitational priorities.

Invitational Priority 1 — Analysis projects that use NAEP achi evenent

data alone or in conbination with other data sets to produce reports
desi gned to assist policy makers and educators in the educati onal
| mprovenent process.

Invitational Priority 2 -- Projects designed to assist NAEP users in

the analysis, interpretation and reporting of state and district-Ievel
NAEP results.

Invitational Priority 3 -- Projects that include the devel opnent of

met hodol ogi cal or anal ytic procedures which inprove precision in the
estimation and reporting of NAEP results.

Invitational Priority 4 -- Projects to analyze and report data using

statistical software devel oped by the project to permt nore advanced

anal ytic techniques to be readily applied to NAEP dat a.

Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(1) we do not give an application that meets one or
more of the priorities a competitive or absolute preference over other
applications.

FOR APPLI CATI ONS AND FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT: Al ex Sedl acek, U.S.

Departnent of Education, 1990 K Street, NW, room 8007, Washi ngton, DC
20006. Tel ephone: (202) 502-7446 or via Internet:
Al ex. Sedl acek@d. gov

I f you use a tel ecommunications device for the deaf (TDD), you may cal
the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339.

Individuals with disabilities may obtain this docunent in an
alternative format (e.g., Braille, large print, audi otape, or conputer
di skette) on request to the programcontact person |isted under FOR

APPLI CATI ONS AND FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT.

Individuals with disabilities may obtain a copy of the application

package in an alternative format by contacting the program person |i sted



under FOR APPLI CATI ONS AND FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT. However, the

Departnent is not able to reproduce in an alternative format the standard
forns included in the application package.

El ectroni c Access to This Docunent

You may view this docunent, as well as all other Departnent of

Educati on docunents published in the Federal Register, in text or Adobe

Portabl e Docunent Format (PDF) on the Internet at the follow ng sites:

www. ed. gov/ | egi sl at i on/ FedRegi st er
To use PDF you nust have Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is avail able
free at this site. If you have questions about using PDF, call the U S
Government Printing Ofice (GPO, toll free, at 1-888-293-6498; or in the
Washi ngton, DC, area at (202) 512-1530. Note: The official version of this

docunent is the docunent published in the Federal Register. Free Internet

access to the official edition of the Federal Reqgister and the Code of

Federal Regul ations is available on GPO Access at:
http://ww. access. gpo. gov/ nar a/ i ndex. ht m

PROGRAM AUTHORI TY: 20 U. S.C. 9010.

Dat ed:

G over J. Witehurst,
Assistant Secretary for

Educati onal Research and | nprovenent.




APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS
An application for an award nust be postmarked or hand delivered by the
cl osi ng date.

Applications Sent by Mil

An application sent by mail nust be addressed to the U S. Departnent of
Education, Application Control Center, Attention: CFDA 84.  (be sure to
i nclude the correct al pha and nuneric description-e.g.) 400, Maryl and
Avenue, S.W, Washington, D.C 20202-4725.

An application nmust show proof of mailing consisting of one of the
fol |l ow ng:

(1) A legibly dated U S. Postal Service Postmark

(2) Alegible mail receipt with the date of mailing stanped by the
U S. Postal Service

(3) A dat ed shi pping | abel, invoice, or receipt froma comercia
carrier

(4) Any ot her proof of mailing acceptable to the U S. Secretary of
Educat i on

If an application is sent through the U S. Postal Service, the Secretary
does not accept either of the follow ng as proof of mailing:

(1) A private netered postmark, or
(2) A mail receipt that is not dated by the U S. Postal Service

An applicant should note that the U S. Postal Service does not uniformy
provide a dated postmark. Before relying on this method, an applicant
shoul d check with its |ocal post office.

An applicant is encouraged to use registered or at least first class mail.

Each |l ate applicant will be notified that its applications will not be
consi der ed.

Applications Delivered by Hand/ Courier Service

An application that is hand delivered nust be taken to the U S. Depart nent
of Education, Application Control Center, Room 3633, Ceneral Services

Admi ni stration National Capital Region, 7'" and D Streets, S.W,

Washi ngton, D.C. 20202-4725.

The Application Control Center will accept deliveries between 8:00 a. m,
and 4:30 p.m, (Washington, D.C. tine) daily, except Saturdays, Sundays
and Federal holidays.

I ndi vidual s delivering applications nust use the D Street Entrance.
Proper identification is necessary to enter the buil ding.

In order for an application sent through a Courier Service to be
considered tinely, the Courier Service nust be in receipt of the
appl i cation on or before the closing date.






EVALUATION CRITERIA

The Secretary will use the following criteria to evaluate applications to this program in accordance with 34
C.F.R. 700.30. Weights have been assigned to each criterion indicating its relative importance in the

evaluation process. The criteria are:

(1) Quality of the project design. (60)

(1) The Secretary will consider the quality of the design of the proposed project.

(i) In determining the quality of the design of the proposed project, the Secretary will consider the
following factors:

(a) Whether there is a conceptual framework underlying the proposed activities and the quality of that
framework.

(b) Whether a specific research design has been proposed, and the quality and appropriateness of that
design, including the scientific rigor of the studies involved.

(c) The extent to which the research design includes a thorough, high-quality review of the relevant
literature, a high-quality plan for research activities, and the use of appropriate theoretical and
methodological tools, including those of a variety of disciplines, where appropriate.

(d) The quality of the demonstration design and procedures for documenting project acitivities and results.

(2) Quality and potential contributions of personnel. (15)

(1) The Secretary considers the quality and potential contributions of personnel for the proposed project.
(i1) In determining the quality and potential contributions of personnel for the proposed project, the
Secretary will consider the following factors:

(a) The qualifications, including training and experience, of the project director or principal investigator.
(b) The qualifications, including training and experience, of key project personnel.

(c) The qualifications, including training and experience, of proposed consultants or subcontractors.



(3) National Significance. (10)

(1) The Secretary considers the national significance of the proposed project.

(i1) In determining the national significance of a proposed project, the Secretary will consider the following
factors:

(a) The nature of the products (such as information, materials, processes, or techniques) likely to result
from the project and the potential for their effective use in a variety of other settings.

(b) The extent and quality of plans for disseminating results in ways that will allow others to use the

information.

(4) Adequacy of resources. (10)

(1) The Secretary considers the adequacy of resources for the proposed project.

(i1) In determining the adequacy of resources for the proposed project, the Secretary will consider the
following factors:

(a) Whether the budget is adequate to support the project.

(b) The relevance and commitment of each partner in the project to the implementation and success of the
project.

(c) Whether the costs are reasonable in relation to the objectives, design, and potential significance of the

project.

(5) Quality of the management plan. (5)

(1) The Secretary considers the quality of the management plan of the proposed project.

(i1) In determining the quality of the management plan of a proposed project, the Secretary will consider the
following factors:

(a) The adequacy of the management plan to achieve the objectives of the project, including the
specification of staff responsibility, timeliness, and benchmarks for accomplishing project tasks.

(b) Whether time commitments of the project director or principal investigator and other key personnel are
appropriate and adequate to meet project objectives.

(¢) The adequacy of plans for widespread dissemination of project results and products in ways that will

assist others to use the information.



PART 11 - APPLI CATI ON NARRATI VE

Before preparing the Application Narrative, read carefully the Purpose of
the Program the Invitational Priorities of the Program and the
Evaluation Criteria the Departnent of Education uses to eval uate
applications. The Panelists who will review the applications and nake
fundi ng recommendations to the Secretary will rate each application based
on how well a proposed project fits the programdescription and how wel |
the project description nmeets the evaluation criteria.
To facilitate fair consideration of the nerits of all applications, you
are encouraged to organi ze the application narrative as follows:
1. Begin with an Abstract -- a short (500 words or |ess) summary of
t he proposed project which descri bes:
(i) the rationale for undertaking the project;
(i1) the design of the project and the anal ysis approach(s)
bei ng proposed;
(ii1) the project's significance/intended outcones.
2. Describe the proposed project in light of each of the eval uation
criteria in the order in which they are listed in the application
package; and,
3. Include any other pertinent information that m ght be useful in
determning the nerits the application.
The Application Narrative nust not exceed 60 doubl e-spaced, typed pages
(USE ONE SIDE OF THE PACE O\LY) and it should not be bound. You are
encouraged to provide resunes of key personnel as an appendi x to the

narrative.



IMPORTANT NOTICE
TO PROSPECTIVE PARTICIPANTS
IN U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CONTRACT AND GRANT PROGRAMS

GRANTS

Applicants for grants from the U.S. Department of Education (ED) have to compete for limited funds.
Deadlines assure all applicants that they will be treated fairly and equally, without last minute haste.

For these reasons, ED must set strict deadlines for grant applications. Prospective applicants can avoid disappointment if they
understand that.

Failure to meet a deadline will mean that an applicant will be
Rejected without any consideration whatever.

The rules, including the deadline, for applying for each grant are published, individually, in the Federal Register. A one-year
subscription to the Register may be obtained by sending $340.00 to: Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402-9371. (Send check or money order only, no cash or stamps.)

The instructions in the Federal Register must be followed exactly. Do not accept any other advice you may receive. No ED
employee is authorized to extend any deadline published in the Register.

Questions regarding submission of applications may be addressed to:

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Washington, D.C. 20202-4725

CONTRACTS

Competitive procurement actions undertaken by the ED are governed by the Federal Procurement Regulation and implementing
ED Procurement Regulation.

Generally, prospective competitive procurement actions are synopsized in the Commerce Business Daily (CBD). Prospective
offerors are therein advised of the nature of the procurement and where to apply for copies of the Request for Proposals (RFP).

Offerors are advised to be guided solely by the contents of the CBD synopsis and the instructions contained in the RFP.
Questions regarding the submission of offers should be addresses to the Contracts Specialist identified on the face page of the
RFP.

Offers are judged in competition with others, and failure to conform with any substantive requirements of the RFP will result in
rejection of the offer without any consideration whatever.

Do not accept any advice you receive that is contrary to instructions contained in either the CBD synopsis or the RFP. No ED
employee is authorized to consider a proposal which is non-responsive to the RFP.

A subscription to the CBD is available for $208.00 per year via second class mailing or $261.00 per year via first class mailing.
Information included in the Federal Aquisition Regulation is contained in Title 48, Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter 1
($49.00). The foregoing publication may be obtained by sending your check or money order only, no cash or stamps, to:

Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington, D.C. 20402-9371

In an effort to be certain this important information is widely disseminated, this notice is being included in all ED mail to the
public. You may therefore, receive more than one notice. If you do, we apoligize for any annoyance it may cause you.

ED FORM 5348, 8/92
REPLACES ED FORM 5348, 6/86 WHICH IS OBSOLETE



